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remarkable young man who surely had a brilliant future,
they glanced over at their badly dressed and bored classmate
and wondered what had gone wrong with the judgment
of their elders.

The members of the newly formed Socialist Party of
Oakland, one of the first on the Pacific coast, invited Jack to
join their Local. Here he met such men as Austin Lewis of
the British Socialist-Labour Party, German socialists who
had been exiled from their Fatherland by the ban against
socialists, mature and well-trained men who served as
whetstones for the young boy to sharpen the tools of his
mind. The socialist Local in Oakland was more a cultural
than an economic group; they met of evenings for music
and a glass of beer and to study and orate on political
economy. They were intellectuals, theoreticians not directly
involved in the class struggle, for no working-men had
as yet joined the party. Grateful as he was for this company
and training, Jack did not believe that socialism belonged
to the intellectuals. He believed that it belonged to the
working-men and the unions that were destined by the
processes of history to carry on the class war, fight the
revolution, and establish the proletarian world state which
Karl Marx had taught him was the next step in the develop-
ment of civilisation.

He began attending working-men's meetings, talked
about socialism at labour unions, listened to speeches in
City Hall Park. One afternoon, feeling moved, he got up
on a bench and told the large crowd of listeners that capital-
ism was a system of organised robbery which had the
labourers by the throats and was choking the last dollar of
labour out of them before flinging them aside. He had not
been talking more than ten minutes when there was a
clatter of horses' hooves on Broadway, a black patrol wagon
drew up alongside the park, and two officers clapped him-
under arrest. They escorted him through the crowd to the
patrol wagon, rode him behind locked steel doors through
the Oakland streets, and threw him in jail When Jack
protested that this was America where they had free